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Students in Unique Situations:

2019-20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid

5‘“’ SFoy 6‘

Y
Tips for Completing the § %

&

(FAFSA®)

Questions on the 2019-20 FAFSA that may cause difficulty for students in unique situations, such as wards of
the court or foster youth, are listed below. Question and Step numbers refer to the paper FAFSA. Please
note that some questions on the paper FAFSA do not appear on the FOTW Worksheet. Answering yes to any
question in Step Three on the FAFSA means that you will be treated as an independent student and will not
need to provide parental information on the FAFSA.

Questlon #45]
Step 2

Money paid on my behalf =

Question #51
Step 3

“Do you now have or will
you have children who will
receive more than half of
their support from you
between July 1, 2019 and
June 30, 20207?"

Questlon #53

Step 37 bt

“At any tlme since you P
turned age 13 were both
‘de

Questmn #53
Step 3

“At any time since you
turned age 13, were both
of your parents deceased,
were you in foster care or
were you a dependent or
ward of the court?”
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s Q I ama smgte mom W|th one chlld and will get free day care for my.

wome

child (from-a grandmother; aunt; or. free day care ‘center) while | go to

. college. Dd_es the, vaIue of thlS free chlldcare have to be reported on the :
_'\',FAFSA'? =k 2 il oL s

- A No, thIS serwce is not income and the mformatlon |s n 'ot co]!ected on
the FAFSA: However, note that you need to let the fnancnai ald

L ','\_'."- bt

administrator at your college know that you are recelvmg free dependent
care; an allowance for dependent care may not be added to your cost of

' attendance because lt |s not an expense you are rncurrlng,

Q: I have a child who will be Iwmg with me and | will receive assistance
from the Temparary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program. Do |
answer “Yes” to Question #51? Are TANF or welfare benefits considered
to be like earned income?

A: TANF benefits count as support that you provide to your child. It
is not earned income and it is not reported on the FAFSA. You should
answer “Yes" to Question #51, as long as you provide more than half of
the child's support. '

-Q I am a ward of the coutt who graduated from h[gh school and then'
‘went to Iwe w1th my mot e
v StatOsm: MRy s

'for two months Did | Iose my mdependent

: A A s’tudent Is consxdered 1ndependent if he or she'is a ward of the
"court or was a'ward of the court, at any tlme when the [ndlwdual was age ;

Q I am a dependent chrld of the court of my county Is this the same as a

“ward" of the court?

A: The term "ward" is used to mean “dependent” of the court. You are a
ward of the court (regardless of whether this status is determined by the
county or state) if the court has assumed custody of you. You should
have court ordered documents that designate you a ward of the court.
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Questaon #53

any. tlme since you:::

of your parents deceased,

were you in foster care or -
were you.a dependent Orer ¥

ward of the court’?“

Question #53
Step 3

“At any time since you
turned age 13, were both
of your parents deceased,
were you in foster care or
were you a dependent or
ward of the court'P"

Questron #54
Step 3

in your state of legal

residence, are you or were

ou an emanm ated bri
y p A residence: If the court’ order is'no longer in effect'and you have not reached

0+ “the"age of majonty for. your state of legal residence, answer.“No: s
©1" Question #54% Complete the. FAFSA as a dependent student if: you answer :
“No” to the remaining questions on the paper FAFSA and none .of. the other-

2 A boxes in Sectlon Two of the FOTW Worksheet apply to you | :

mlnor'>" 5

Question #55

Step 3

“As determined by a court
in your state of legal
residence, are you or were
you in legal guardianship?”

. Unique Situations: FAFSA Tips

Q I‘am no, Ionger under the court because . my foster parents took !" g
! guard|ans |p of me af 2

i 1v4  check each month fon me ‘How'do I answer Question #5372 -
; turned -age 13, were both

; go. 'However my foster parents"do not
support me’ W|th ‘their own fnancpal resources They: still get a foster

A: If you were in foster care at any time when you were 13 or olde : answer
“Yes” to Questlon #53 If, you areina Iegal guardlanshtp, answer "Yes" to

2. Question #55:

" Note: Néither !egal guardrans nor foster parents are consudered parents

Ly P SN

when completlng the FAFSA Thrs ‘means you do not ||st thelr mcome and "
household size rnformat|on on your FAFSA R 1

Q: | turned 18 and graduated, so my court case was c!osed My college

is saying | am no longer an independent student because | am no
longer a ward of the court. Am | considered dependent or independent?

A: You are considered independent if you were a ward of the court, at any
time, when you were age 13 or older. This means you should check “Yes"
to Question #53, if you were a ward of the court when you were age 13 or
older.

S Q JF was emancapated at age 15 and |IVEC| W|th my aunt and unole 3
' -"'during my last semester of h|gh school How should | oomplete the S
; FAFSA'? - o et

“As determlned byia court i :
y A lf you have a copy of a oourt order statlng you. are an emancrpated

i _minor, answer “Yes” to Questlon #54 and complete.the FAESA as an...

mdependent student The court must be located in your. state of Iegal L4

Q: My grandparents are my court-appointed, legal guardrans They
have provided support for me all my life. How do | complete the
FAFSA?

A: If you have a copy of a court order stating you are in a legal
guardianship, answer “Yes” to Question #55 and complete the FAFSA as
an independent student. The court must be located in your state of legal
residence. If the court order is no longer in effect and you have not reached
the age of majority for your state of legal residence, answer “No” to
Question #55. Complete the FAFSA as a dependent student if you answer
“No” to the remaining questions on the paper FAFSA and none of the other
boxes in Section Two of the FOTW Worksheet apply to you.

©2018 NASFAA




Questlon #56.
SRR

At any tlme on:or after

July: 1, 2018, did your hugh?-"”-

- school or school’d|str|ct
homeless Ilatson' g
determine that you were'
an unaccompanied youth:
who was homeless or .

at rusk of bemg hom" Iess

Questioh #57
Step 3

“At any time on or after
July 1, 2018, did the
director of an emergency
shelter or transitional
housing program funded
by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban
Development determine
that you were an
unaccompanied youth who
was homeless or were
self-supporting and at risk
of being homeless?”

©2018 NASFAA -

i Youth" means ‘that you ar
£ _hlgh school as of the day you S|gn the FAFSA

d an independent student If you recewed a

i determmatron any‘ﬂme on or after, July 1,2018, that you.were A
-'unaccompanled youth who was homeless ‘The financial aid admlmstrator
- atyour, college may requ;re you to provlde a copy of the determmatlon or

: 'other documentat:on '- R S )

Gzl | ¢ you are not sure you have a determmat{on but you beheve you are an
, e ._--_unaccompamed youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth
were, self—supportmg.and - providing-your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless; -

_contact your, h:gh school's homeless liaison for asS|stance Contact: your:.

college’s: financial: aid office; for-asmstance lf your h;gh school s homeless

liaison dId not make a determma NS

1 'years of age or less or are stlll enrolled in-

s Unaccompanled?; means you are not Iwmg in the physmal custody of a
ke '-’.'parent or; guardlan o e . ;

] """-"Homeless means !ackmg flxed regular and adequate housmg mc[udmg
I|V|ng in shelters motels; cars, and: temporanly with other people because
L you have nowhere:else to go. . - '

Q: | lived in an emergency shelter last year. How do | complete the
FAFSA?

A: Answer “Yes” to Question #57 if you received a determination any time
on or after July 1, 2018, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was
homeless. The financial aid administrator at your college may require you
to provide a copy of the determination or other documentation.

If you are not sure you have a determination, but you believe you are an
unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth
providing your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless,
contact the director of the emergency shelter for assistance. Contact your
college’s financial aid office for assistance if the shelter director did not
make a determination.

“Youth” means that you are 21 years of age or less or are still enrolled in
high school as of the day you sign the FAFSA.

“Unaccompanied” means you are not living in the physical custody of a
parent or guardian.

“Homeless” means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing, including
living in shelters, motels, cars, and temporarily with other people because
you have nowhere else to go.
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Questlon #58
Step 3 :

At any tlme on or after .
July 1, 2018, d[d the'
director of a runaway or
homeless youth basic =
center or transitional living
program determme that
youwere an.. -

unaccompamed youth who :

was; homeless or Were

Self-supportmg and at rlsk Lo

of being homeless?"

Question #95
Step 5

“How many people are in
your household?”

Questlon #105
SmpT A

Stgna_ture_s--

: __other documentahon

_’Q My mom d|ed a few years ago and l have no contact W|th my dad
~in a transitional Iwmg program How do l complete the FAFSA'? Am I an
__mdependent student’? TuELa L e

i "A Answer,"."'_Yes to Questlon #58 |fyou recelved a determmatton any tlme :

on or after July 1,2018,; that § you were an unaccompanted youth who' was

~ homeless or at nsk of belng homeless The financial aid admimstrator at.

your college may require you to prowde a copy of the determmation or. .

:..l.

R lf you are not sure you have a determ|nat|on but you belleve you are’an
B unaccompamed youth who'i is homeless or are an unaccompamed youth
B prowdmg your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless i
‘contactithe: director of the youth' center 'or transitional housing program for

aSS|stance Contact your college’s t“nancrai aid offce for assistance if the

_ director of the. youth center or transmonal housmg program did not make a
"'determtnatlon AT : : : ;

; "‘Youth" means that you are 21 years of age or less or are st|II enrolled in

hlgh school as of the day you 31gn the FAESA.

A Unaccompanled means you are not f|V|ng in the physmal custody of a
_j_._parent or guardlan e _ ;

| Homeless means Iacklng fxed regular and adequate housmg mcludmg

living in shelters; motels, cars, and temporanly with other people because

" you have nowhere élse to go."

Q: | live with my foster parents and their children. Are they my “family
members?”

A: No. If you are considered independent (for example, because you are in
foster care), and you have no dependent children of your own, you are a
family of one (yourself).

' Q: I'have filled out this form as‘an mdependent student because | ama’
< 'ward of the court; Do | need my. father s’or mother's: S|gnature‘? | do not live.
; wrth them but l see them sometrmes

UA: No. Because of your status as'a ward of the court, you are, consmlered
-an mdependent student and a parental S|grzature is not reqmred :
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